vi        GENERAL EDITOR'S PREFACE
accompanied a mission from Peter the Great to the
Emperor of China in 1715 :
" The empire of China is, in a manner, separated from all
the rest of the world; situated in a fine and healthy climate,
surrounded by the ocean to the east and south; by a chain
of high rocks and barren mountains on the north and west*
along which runs the famous wall as an additional defence.
But what, in my opinion, is a greater security to the empire
against invaders than anything yet mentioned, is the barren
desert, stretching for several hundred miles westwards	
The seas to the south and east are indeed open, and China
might be attacked on that side; but I am persuaded,, no prince
will think it proper to disturb his own repose, and that of such
a powerful people, inclined to peace with all their neighbours,
and satisfied, as they seem, with their own dominion**,**
John Bell's prophecy held good for over a hundred
years, and then the attacks came, as he sitggested*
from the open seas to the south and east. The
interest of Li Hung-chang in nineteenth century
history lies in the fact that he was the first Chinese
statesman, worthy of the name, who was called upon to
deal with this new danger to his country's ancient insti**
tution. By birth, education and disposition wedded to
the traditions of his race and naturally contemptuous
of strangers, yet he was the first of the Chinese to recog-
nise that the " foreign devil" could not be simply
ignored, that he had come to stay, and that he had for
the future to be reckoned with in Chinese politics,
Li Hung~chang,as appears clearly in Mr* Bland*$ pages*
had many of the grave faults natural to a race not
primarily interested In political questions. Neverthe-
less no man could have led his countrymen more deftly
than he into that arena of international politics, whicn
henceforth they could not avoid; and^ indeed, with all
those faults he gained for China and for himself a posi-
tion in the world far exceeding their intrinsic impor-
tance. In a word, Li Hung-*chang laid the foundations
of a foreign policy, which had never hitherto existed
for China-	^ A --- ,--.» * »****,
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